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Course Description:

This course is designed for international students, with little experience in academic writing, who want to develop
their knowledge of English syntax and academic writing. It is also designed for those who feel they need to advance
their competence in using academic language to perform satisfactorily in their written course work.



The program introduces a foundational understanding of the organization of ideas in common types of academic
texts, as well as the skills needed to communicate effectively to the reader. It also looks to develop their competence
in the use of the grammar, vocabulary, expressions, style and conventions typically used in academic writing at
Oxford. The program contents are specifically modified for students from major of computer science at graduate
level

Students joining the Online course will access materials and take part in seminars using Oxford’s Canvas, and
videoconferencing software.
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The purposes of the course are:

1.

N o g M~ e

o

Develop essential knowledge of the organisation of ideas in common academic texts (e.g. essays, reports,
dissertations, publications).

Improve the organisation and expression of arguments, evidence and stance in writing.

Develop essential skills to integrate ideas from the literature into the student’s writing.

Use linking words and expressions to communicate effectively with the reader.

Develop use of essential academic grammar, vocabulary and style.

Avoid the grammatical, vocabulary and stylistic errors common to international students.

Receive feedback on their academic writing and advice on how to continue to develop throughout their degree
program and academic paper.

How to write scientific texts in computer science?

How to write a master thesis? Students will read computer science related articles and use them as a basis for
writing. Students will deliver an academic presentation suitable for a professional conference.
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Content & Details Format Instructor

W1 Introduction: Scientific Writing and Reading 4; PR
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Exercise Zx>J

Recognizing and Using Academic Terms
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Intro to the common academic texts (e.g.
essays, reports, dissertations, publications).
WL 2R AR SR 4

How to write scientific text in CS; Scientific
writing style
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The most common model: Abstract;
Introduction; Related Work; Your idea; Your
implementation and
experimentation/Methodology;
Evaluation/Data analysis/Results; Discussion
and Future work; Conclusion
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Intro to Journal Database and Conference
Index for computer science
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Academic Communications and Integrity
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Dr. Chris Tomes
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Academic integrity is honest, respectful, and
ethical behavior within the university
environment. Examples include being honest
by indicating where and how often you use
information created by others. You must be
respectful of the work of others and
communicate their ideas correctly.
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W3 Critical Reading, Critical Vocabulary, and 4;
Analysis in Computer Science PRI
HEAE B R A 3;
Reading: X BT
H. Lawrence, “The Rocking Horse Winner,” B 1
40 Short Stories or download .pdf (Links to an
external site.)

John Steinbeck, “The Chrysanthemums,” 40
Short Stories or Link

w4 Framing an Approach to the Academic paper; 4;
Avoiding Plagiarism PRI
R ARSI FE 70, B S 5 23 3;

Reading: ESVFg ]
Joyce Carol Oates, “Where Are You Going, WB2ERT 1
Where Have You Been?” 40 Short Stories or

download .pdf (Links to an external site.)

Tim O’Brien, “The Things They Carried” 40

Short Stories or download .pdf

W5 Revising: How to work with feedback; 4;
Exchange Peer Review Essays BRI
BT 5 s im— & AR, SHEATIFEH | 3;
w3 ESVFg ]
Edgar Allan Poe, “The Cask of Amontillado,” : 11820 1
40 Short Stories or download .pdf

W6 Academic Writing: Discussion & 4;
Introductions BRI
FAREE: WiRE5E 3;
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Discussion Sections, Discussion Language, TR 1
Introduction Sections, Introduction Language
e SE BN 18 5 51 F B

W7 Academic Writing: Abstracts & Peer Review 4;
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Planning a comparison/contrast essay in CS
and Al
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37th IEEE International Conference on Data
Engineering (ICDE 2021)

ICDE 2021 is the flagship IEEE conference
addressing research issues in designing,
building, managing, and evaluating advanced
data-intensive systems and applications. For
over three decades, ICDE has been a leading
forum  for  researchers,  practitioners,
developers, and users to explore cutting-edge
ideas and exchange techniques, tools, and
experiences.

Reading:

James Baldwin, “Sonny’s Blues,” 40 Short
Stories

Nathaniel Hawthorne, “Young Goodman
Brown,” 40 Short Stories
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Research Logs — ACM
WHt HE AR ZEE-ACM

( ACM, the Association for Computing
Machinery, is the world's largest educational
and scientific society, uniting  computing
educators, researchers and professionals to
inspire dialogue, share resources and address
the field's challenges. ACM strengthens the
profession's collective voice through strong
leadership, promotion of the highest standards,
and recognition of technical excellence. ACM
supports the professional growth of its
members by providing opportunities for life-
long learning, career development, and
professional networking.)

Problem Solution & Research Log
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Publication Types & Survey Papers Revisited
Conference vs Journal, Workshop Papers,
IMRaD, Posters
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W10 Introduction to Library Research 4; Dr. Chris Tomes
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Reading: =G NI

Flannery O’ Connor, “A Good Man is Hard eIV

to Find” 40 Short Stories

W11 Presentation Skills & Peer Review 4; Dr. Chris Tomes
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Paper to Conference, Creating Slides, [ARTin] G

Explaining Visuals, Networking, Presentation : 0.5; [&{fH.
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W12 Presentation 4; Dr. Chris Tomes
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Prof. Alex Rogers 08 Teaching Hours 8 R
Dr. Chris T. 40 Teaching Hours 40 #RH}
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Prof. Alex Rogers
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Alex Rogers is a Professor of Computer Science at the University of Oxford as well as the current Co-Director of
the Autonomous Intelligent Machines and Systems Centre for Doctoral Training (AIMS CDT) and a member of the
Cyber Physical Systems research group. His research applies artificial intelligence and machine learning within
physical sensor systems to address real-world problems focusing on sustainability. Prof. Alex recent work has
addressed future energy systems, such as the smart grid, citizen science platforms, and environmental monitoring,
and typically involves the real-world deployment of novel approaches in devices, smartphones or the cloud. His
current work addresses smart building energy management and the development of low-cost conservation
technology. Alex has previously supervised 24 PhD students to completion, and is currently supervising Amanda
Matthes and Jonas Beuchert.

Dr. Chris Tomes
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Chris has over 12 years’ experience of teaching and training experience and is one of fewer than 150 trainers in the
world authorized to deliver Oxford Teachers’ Academy courses on behalf of the University of Oxford. He has served

as an English teacher, Senior Teacher and Director of Studies in educational institutions in Asia and is keen to
support learners in all aspects of their development and is eager to promote the importance of project-based learning.
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